
Information regarding the cancellation of the 2026 Nordic Championship

Dynamisk Sportsskyting Norge (DSSN) wishes, through this statement, to explain the 
circumstances and considerations underlying the decision to cancel the Nordic 
Championship hosted by Hokksund Pistolklubb.

The DSSN Board is fully aware that the decision was made at very short notice, after 
many participants had already travelled or were on their way to the match, and after the 
organiser had invested considerable time and effort in preparing for the championship. 
The cancellation therefore had practical and financial consequences for both the 
organiser and the participants. We deeply regret the situation this caused.

Background to the decision

On Thursday, 27 August, the day before the championship, the organiser contacted 
DSSN to clarify how the event should be handled in the event that His Majesty King 
Harald V passed away before or during the championship.

Based on the information available at that time, DSSN's assessment was that the 
championship could proceed. It was understood that, in the event of the King's passing, 
this would be marked by one minute of silence and flags flown at half-mast, and that 
the event would otherwise be conducted in a calm, dignified and respectful manner.

His Majesty King Harald V passed away early on Friday, 28 August.

The national guidance issued following his passing did not include any general 
instruction to cancel cultural or sporting events. There therefore remained discretion to 
proceed with the Nordic Championship with the necessary adaptations and 
commemorative measures.

However, the situation developed rapidly during Friday morning.

The Norwegian Shooting Federation (NSF) and Det frivillige Skyttervesen (DFS) decided 
to suspend organised sporting activities for the weekend. The Norwegian Reserve 
Officers' Federation (NROF) similarly decided to cancel its events for the following three 
days. Several of the principal organisations within Norwegian shooting sports had 
therefore chosen to suspend their activities during the immediate period following the 
King's passing.

Nevertheless, DSSN maintained its original position on Friday morning that the Nordic 
Championship could proceed.

Later that day, DSSN received clear feedback from NSF that, should the championship 
continue, this could have negative consequences for the cooperation between NSF and 
DSSN. This constituted a new and significant factor that the DSSN Board had to take 
into consideration.



Why the relationship with other shooting organisations was given significant weight

For DSSN, its relationship with the wider organised shooting-sports community in 
Norway is of considerable practical importance.

A number of DSSN clubs do not have shooting facilities of their own and are wholly or 
partly dependent on access to facilities owned or operated by clubs and organisations 
affiliated with, among others, NSF and DFS.

A significant deterioration in cooperation between DSSN and these organisations could 
therefore potentially have consequences extending far beyond the Nordic 
Championship itself, including consequences for DSSN clubs' future ability to conduct 
training sessions and competitions.

The Board therefore also had to consider the potential consequences for DSSN and its 
member clubs.

A difficult balance of considerations

The decision to cancel was not the result of any public authority having issued an 
instruction requiring the championship to be stopped.

The Board was aware that there remained discretion to proceed with the event, and 
several significant considerations supported doing so.

The organiser wished to proceed with the championship and was prepared to make the 
necessary adaptations. Many international and Norwegian participants had already 
travelled or incurred significant expenses for transportation and accommodation. 
Furthermore, DSSN had communicated the previous day that the championship could 
proceed in the event of the King's passing.

These considerations were given significant weight.

On the other hand, the Board had to consider that several major Norwegian shooting 
organisations had now suspended their activities, that the circumstances had changed 
significantly since DSSN's original assessment, and that DSSN had received clear 
feedback regarding possible consequences for its continued cooperation with NSF.

Consideration was also given to how the continuation of a major international shooting 
event might be perceived by the public during the immediate period following the King's 
passing, particularly when other major parts of the Norwegian shooting-sports 
community had chosen to suspend their activities.

Based on an overall assessment of the situation, the Board decided, by five votes to 
one, to cancel the Nordic Championship and suspend organised shooting activities 
under DSSN auspices for the remainder of the weekend.

To the organiser and participants



DSSN fully understands that the decision may have been difficult to understand, 
particularly because DSSN initially communicated that the championship could 
proceed and later that same day decided that it should be stopped.

This was not because DSSN considered its original assessment to have been 
unfounded. Rather, the circumstances underlying the decision changed significantly 
during Friday, and the Board was required to make a new assessment based on the 
information and circumstances then available.

At the same time, we acknowledge that the timing of the decision placed a particular 
burden on the organiser. Hokksund had acted in accordance with DSSN's earlier 
guidance that the championship could proceed and had on Friday morning, decided to 
continue the event on that basis. DSSN's subsequent decision therefore required the 
organiser to stop a championship that was already underway.

We also fully understand the frustration of participants who had invested considerable 
time and money in travelling to Norway, only to be informed at very short notice that the 
championship could not proceed. DSSN recognises that the cancellation has had 
financial consequences for the organiser, participants and other affected parties. 
However, the situation that arose was extraordinary and resulted from circumstances 
beyond DSSN's control and which the federation had no ability to influence.

Against this background, DSSN cannot accept general financial liability for costs or 
losses arising from the situation and the subsequent cancellation. Any questions 
concerning financial claims or compensation must be assessed individually, based on 
the specific circumstances and the applicable basis for liability.

Anyone who has incurred financial losses is encouraged to contact their insurance 
provider to determine whether all or part of the loss may be covered by travel insurance 
or another relevant insurance policy.

The Board was aware of these consequences when the decision was made, and they 
formed significant elements of its assessment.

In closing

The Nordic Championship was intended to be a sporting meeting place for the IPSC 
community across the Nordic countries. The fact that the championship had to be 
cancelled was deeply regrettable for everyone involved.

The decision to cancel was made under considerable time pressure and following an 
overall assessment of the information and circumstances available at the time. It was 
not an expression of any lack of respect for the organiser's work or for the participants' 
efforts and expenses, but rather the result of a difficult balancing of several conflicting 
and significant considerations.



Until the final stages of the decision-making process, the Board remained hopeful that 
the Nordic Championship could proceed as planned. However, following significant 
pressure and a renewed assessment of the situation, in which other relevant 
considerations and circumstances were also considered, the Board ultimately found it 
necessary to reconsider its original decision.

DSSN regrets the consequences that the cancellation had for the organiser, the 
participants and others involved in the match.

The DSSN Board

Dynamisk Sportsskyting Norge (DSSN)


